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Photo 1: (Cover) Pictograph at Fairy Point, Missinaibi Lake.  Source: Ontario Parks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2:  Missinaibi Lake Hudsonôs Bay Post, circa 1956.   

These buildings are no longer standing or visible.  Source: Ontario Parks.   

  



Canadian Heritage Rivers System: Missinaibi 2004-2014, 10 Year State of The River Report 3 of 74 

APPROVAL PAGE GOES HERE. 

 

  



Canadian Heritage Rivers System: Missinaibi 2004-2014, 10 Year State of The River Report 4 of 74 

Executive Summary 

The Missinaibi CHRS Ten-Year State of The River Report fulfills objectives to: 

1. document and discuss the cultural, natural, and recreational values of Missinaibi 

Provincial Park; 

2. list and assess the numerous natural, cultural, and recreational values of the Missinaibi 

as laid out in the Canadian Heritage River System (CHRS) frameworks;  

3. report on the current condition of the values of Missinaibi Provincial Park; and,  

4. document changes to the Missinaibi over this first ten-year term since becoming part of 

the CHRS when the Missinaibi Provincial Park Management Plan (2004) was released. 

Table 1:  Missinaibi - Chronology of Events since CHRS Designation 

Year Significant Events, Actions, Research or Studies Since 2004 

2004 Missinaibi Provincial Park Management Plan was approved and the River 
was designated as a Canadian Heritage River. 

2004 After Missinaibi Provincial Park Management Plan was released the Hay 
River & Missinaibi East Ontarioôs Living Legacy additions brought old-growth 
forest & provincially significant landform/vegetation into the park. 

2005 June 12, 2005, CHRS designation ceremony in Mattice in conjunction with a 
local ñRivers Dayò celebration within the community.  Representatives from 
Mattice-Val Côté, Aboriginal communities, Parks Canada, and Ontario Parks 
were in attendance. Canadian Heritage River System Plaques are 
maintained in the town of Mattice and at the Barclay Bay campground. 

2006 Yearly stewardship monitoring was started by Ontario Parks Northeast 
Zone. Each year a stewardship crew travels river sections to document 
status of the human footprint on the landscape (Photo 21).  Also a GIS 
database is a repository for information on park use & valueôs status. 

2009 The Glassy Falls access zone management was examined and a refined 
boundary was proposed to remove all-terrain vehicles use on the traditional 
portage & campsite.   

2009 Ontario Parks worked with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and 
Outpost Magazine to develop media articles from their on-site travel along a 
portion of the Missinaibi River.  An archaeologist in the crew documented 
evidence of the long history of trade among peoples travelling the river from 
the pre-contact and fur trade periods. 

2013 Ontario Parks built a new gatehouse and woodshed with solar panels, as 
well as above-ground storage for diesel and unleaded fuels at Barclay Bay.  
Extensive docking facilities at the campground were also replaced. 

2015 An interpretive kiosk constructed several years ago in the Mattice municipal 
park will be updated in the spring of 2015. 
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Missinaibi Provincial Park covers the free-flowing Missinaibi River; 500 kilometres long from the 

source waters in Missinaibi Lake to the confluence with the Moose River and to the community 

of Moose River Crossing (Map 1).  Boundary amendment work is ongoing to regulate some 

remaining additions, as directed in the management plan.  With Ontarioôs Far North Act (2010), 

some boundary additions in that lower part of the river have been deferred so that they may 

become part of the land use planning process associated with that Act.   

The Missinaibi River with its north flowing drainage crosses two broad geological occurrences 

and four ecodistricts.  The riverôs landscape features and habitats support high biodiversity, and, 

as a provincial park it serves an important role as an ecological benchmark within the adjacent 

production landscape.  Furthermore, the park protects and represents 80% of the pre-contact 

and historical cultural waterway linking Lake Superior to James Bay.  Cultural heritage sites and 

human history add to the rich and varying waterway landscape within the park.  Canoe trips 

these days follow traditional Aboriginal and fur trade routes.  Missinaibi Provincial Park has 

hosted ceremonial events and gatherings with the Brunswick House First Nation community.   

Missinaibi Provincial Park continues to be an important ecological setting for monitoring studies, 

for example: water flow, songbird response to adjacent forestry operations, broad scale fisheries 

management, mercury levels in fish over time, etc.  Missinaibi Provincial Park is a corridor of 

protected habitat partially within the Chapleau Crown Game Preserve, where studies on bear, 

wolf, hare, and moose play an important role in informing wildlife management since the 1930s. 

The natural, cultural, and recreational landscape through which the Missinaibi flows continues to 

be enjoyed, appreciated and celebrated by local residents and visitors.  A provincial phase-out 

policy on select activities in provincial parks, including private recreation camps, was changed in 

2010. The main change was that those persons undertaking activities affected by phase-out 

would now have a lifetime extension. Overall, the values and integrity for which the Missinaibi 

was originally designated remain intact.  Park additions that were identified in the 2004 

management plan have been largely regulated to enhance protection of values. Further, there 

are provisions through integrated resource management planning on lands adjacent to the park 

to comment on best practices for forestry operations, resource extraction and municipal use, to 

mitigate affects to park values that could arise from these adjacent land uses.   

The Missinaibi as a provincial park and the CHRS designation work well together.  

Implementing the park management plan direction sustains an important river corridor and 

traditional uses. The CHRS showcases natural and cultural heritage and recreational values of 

the park to underscore the importance of protecting these values for future generations.  
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Introduction 

ñA canoe trip from Lake Superior to Hudsonôs Bay is a novel one, to say the least, and 

one which few have undertaken except those in the employ of the Hudson Bay 

Company, whose duty it is to reach the utmost recesses of the northern wildernessé     

It was then, with no knowledge of what lay before them that the party, of which the writer 

was a member, decided to canoe or walk it, or both, to see for themselves what the 

territory possessedéthere were rapids and portages innumerable, insects of the most 

voracious kind to make life a burden, and a chance to canoe both ways, with other 

hardships innumerable and indescribable.  But little things like these could not turn a 

manôs mind who had decided to tempt fate and go.ò 

J.E. Burchard, 1890, Canoeing to Salt Water 

A Brief Peopleôs History of the Missinaibi River 

Missinaibi has been translated to mean ñPictured Watersò - the name given to this ancient travel 

route (Map 1).  Cree and Ojibwa hunters, gatherers and traders travelled this waterway spine 

connecting territories in the Great Lakes and Arctic watersheds for thousands of years before 

Europeans arrived.  From the late 17th to the early 20th Century, the Missinaibi was within the 

most important northern fur trade travel corridor in what became Ontario, used by French 

Canadian coureur des bois and later the North West Company (NWC) and the Hudson Bay 

Company (HBC) fur traders.  Exploration for minerals and logging used the river into the 1800s. 

This was followed into the 1960s by changes to resource extraction as rail access and then 

roads established different travel networks away from the river.  Archaeological finds reveal the 

riverôs cultural heritage and traditional uses: marvelous pictographs, prehistoric campsites and 

portages that continue to be used today and river ódrivingô structures of rock cobble cribs or 

bank forms that were built to channel logs that still direct flow at some rapids. 

Progressive management has kept the Missinaibi natural and wild.  Ontario established 

Missinaibi Lake Provincial Park in 1968 and a park reserve north to the Thunder House Falls 

area in 1969.  The name changed to Missinaibi Provincial Park in 1970 to reflect the larger 

waterway interest.  The reserve was extended north to Moose River Crossing by 1979. Detailed 

resource inventories in the mid-1970s assessed local natural and cultural heritage values.  

Missinaibi Provincial Park was expanded to encompass Little Missinaibi and Brunswick lakes in 

1989. Private lands, like the four townships south of Mattice were acquired in the 1990s to 

connect the park through these lands. Being over 500 kilometres in length today, the Missinaibi 

has numerous local and provincial interests that care deeply about the river, its policies and 

future accessibility and use. 

Forestry is the primary land use in the region that the river flows through.  On a national scale, 

forest products exports have fallen, mills have closed in this region and there are fewer jobs in 

forest operations.  The number of people living near the Missinaibi is less than two-thirds of 

what it was in 1988.   People living in the region enjoy a northern life style that includes outdoor 

traditional pursuits such as hunting, fishing and trapping.  

Park visitors come from far and wide to paddle the Missinaibi River and boat on Missinaibi Lake. 
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Map 1: Missinaibi Provincial Park Regional Context  

  


































































































































